chootes to write o her. What does he do? Fie s a boy
of the Guinean countryside wha, in order o express
hiz feelings to Fontg, whe is a pure product of Bissau,
capies the text af a.collection af love lefters imported
Sfrom a Exropean country, where girls have blue eyes!
But he doesn't care. He considers that there are very
beautiful wordy in the hook, which ke wres, withows
loaking elsewhere, even if they have nothing 1o do
with kiz reality and mot even with that af the person o
whare they are senl. Yonta will never have blue eves
fn our country everything works in this way.

We are fold “This iz beautifiel, i is
fashionable'” and we adopt it, The same thing
kappens with the young boys 8 - 10 years old, they
are fold “This T-ghirr and these sandals are very
mice” and they do not want fe wear anvihing elve, Bui
thiz alse happens when you are I8 or 20 years old,
Everyone dreams of a lovely wedding witkous being
aware thal they are copying from others. For
examiple, everyone is fascinated by the walch
Vincente gives o Yonta, bt if it had been made in
Bizsau nobody woenld have deigned to look at it
Nobody thinks of our reality yet, | am noy agyving Mhat
we should refuse evervihing that comes from ahroad,
o the comlrary, we must iake advanlage of the good
things humanity offers us. Bul it is necessary to have
dixcermment, because whai is senl us has been
planned for different realities.

The sdults of Les yewux bines de Yoma could be

the characters of Martu Nega, that we fimd

again later on, in comparizon with a new

BEeneralion ...

In effect, they all mer during the war, they lived
moments af solidarity and they remember them, But
they have nor been able o make alive their great
dreams of solid development and the take-off of the
comniry hax never faken place. The war ix finished,
the mew generation has never seen the Portugrese,
but, in any case, life ix always a struggle. ¥Young

people are not blind. They are fully aware of our
failure and no longer agree with our dreams
Sclidariry is notking else bur an empry speech. Wha
cenild mke us dream any more? The young people of
today do not lef themuxelves be enchanred. o their
eyer anly those who really act are credible, Like
Vincente, who has moved 1o striggle on to the field of
econarics, | dedicate this film to my children and o
the children of this country.
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LA METHODE FLORA
Comeent chienis une interpratalion “jush” dans un pays o0 Ta'y
o pas de combdiens? A peine achevé le lournage de Marfu Mego,
on | 987, Flora Gomes o commercé & priporer Yonio, I a kot das
racharches parmi ses amis; dons les ossociations de femmes; dla
sorfie des dcoles ef des |yches, dons les quortien populalres, el
oumi dae cariaing ministeres. . |y o neuf mals, Il a pris contact
avec lous esux qu'il ovoit repéris of il leur & demands de
Irés régulierement & des sionces de ravall. L'atiribulion
chifimive des riles s'est faite aprés assols ot chogue scine du Rl
a & &iabli de facon & Foire jousr sn pramier las actews les plus
axpirimentés (Bio-Belonte) et coux qui; ou cours des répésifions;
ont rivélé das dons pour la comédie comme Maysa [Yenia) au
Mohomed le jeune Ailcar|. Alngi |'ensemble des comidians t das
figuranis o ew le maximem de lemps pour s familiariser avec la
technique at les confraintes du cindma.

Hew con geod eding be cbagined in o counlry where oclors do
mot exls Immedictely after hoving finished Mot Nagain 1987,
Flora Gemes slarted to prepore Yonta,

Ha madse ressarches amang his riends, in the feminist associations,
of the exil of e schools and ocodemies, in the popular guarters
ond ever in e minlskries. The resaorch lasted 7 monthe. Loter an
he contacted hoss he hod sekected and asked fhem fo parbcipale
ansiduously in the work sesshons. The Fnal afribusion of e roles
waoz mads after o rumber of screen tests ond sach scene of the km
wos programmad in swech o way o to maks thoss whe had the
during the screen tesh, hod shown natural gitls for reciation like,
for axomple, Moysa [Yaonia) or Mohamed [young Amilear). In this
way, ol #e cost of the actors and wolkers-on hod had sufficient
tima 1o famillarize with the techniques and recessifies of cinama.

Flora Gomes ..o simple love story.
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